EGPS Listserv Etiquette and Rules
(Please read this entire document)
 
 
The EGPS Listserv has been established as a closed email system network that allows our membership to dialog with one another about group psychotherapy and the general provision of mental health services. 
 
By receiving or sending messages you agree that you have read and will follow the rules and guidelines set for these discussion groups. 
 
The listserv is meant to stimulate conversation, enhance members’ development, facilitate referrals, and distribute information about EGPS activities. Our primary goal is enhancing our organizational communication and development. We encourage participants to be thoughtful and respectful of one another’s participation. The value of email can be diminished by misunderstandings and mis-communications.  
 
As with any community, there are also rules governing the forum.  For instance, violating antitrust regulations, libeling others, and selling or marketing products or services unrelated to the provision of group therapy are not permissible.  Please take a moment to acquaint yourself with these important rules.  If you have questions, contact EGPS directly at egps@optonline.net.
 
 
 Listserv Etiquette
 
· Include a signature tag on all messages.  Include your name, degree, mailing address, telephone number, and email address.
 
· State concisely and clearly the specific topic of the comments in the subject line.  This allows members to respond more appropriately to your posting. 
 
· When seeking a referral, please use the subject line “Referral needed” and include the location sought in the subject line. This will help members have a frame of reference before they open the message.  Referral requests should be responded to backchannel.  EGPS is not responsible for any aspect of referrals that are made on the listserv.
 
· Send messages to the listserv that contain information from which you think the general listserv community can benefit.  Messages such as "thanks for the information" or "me, too" should be sent to individuals--not to the entire list.  Since each posting is to include the writer’s email address you should respond backchannel directly to the person who did the posting.
 
· Send administrative messages, such as “remove me from the list,” directly to the EGPS office at egps@optonline.net. 
 
· All defamatory, abusive, profane, threatening, offensive, or illegal content is strictly prohibited.  Do not transmit any material that is defamatory, vulgar, or illegal.
 
· Members are not to interfere with the operation of any other member’s computer or network.  This includes distribution of chain letters, advertisements, or the introduction of viruses or computer worms.
  
Listserv Rules
 
         Email is not confidential.  Any clinically relevant material should be thoroughly cleansed of identifying information before being posted to the listserv.  Please do not transmit any content that you do not have a right to transmit.
 
         Apart from EGPS events, please do not post activities more than once a month.  Additionally, please do not post openings for your group or job openings more than once a month.  
 
         Please use the listserv sparingly. We ask this so that our members do not get overwhelmed with listserv messages and ask to be removed from the list, which defeats the purpose of having an open communications forum for the entire membership. 
 
         Avoid using attachments, since they are difficult for some to open and can contain viruses.  Cut and paste the information into the posting instead.
 
· The listserv may be used to inform the membership about educational events other than EGPS events that are related to the provision of mental health services. However, please don’t advertise events that conflict with the dates of scheduled EGPS events.  Please check the EGPS website at www.egps in advance of posting events to make sure their schedule does not conflict with EGPS programming.
 
· Do not post commercial messages.  The listserv is not to be used to advertise any fee for services or products, apart from openings in members’ groups, including psychotherapy, supervision, or training groups or workshops (posted sparingly).  General information about services and/or products related to group psychotherapy is acceptable.
 
· Listings that are not of financial benefit to the author are acceptable.  Job openings and offices for rent postings are acceptable.
 
· Do not post copyrighted materials; provide a link instead.
 
· EGPS is a not-for-profit organization and is not permitted to endorse any particular political point of view without jeopardizing its tax exempt status.  For that reason and because political information tends to become highly emotional and personal, posts related to politics should always be expressed as the personal opinion of the writer and ideally should be clearly related to group psychotherapy and/or the more general provision of mental health services. 
 
 
Disclaimer and legal rules
The EGPS listserv is provided as a service of Eastern Group Psychotherapy Society.  EGPS accepts no responsibility for the opinions and information posted on this site by others. 
 
Under no circumstances will EGPS be liable in any way for any content, including, but not limited to, any errors or omissions in any content, or for any loss or damage of any kind incurred as a result of the use of any content transmitted via this listserv.  EGPS is not responsible for any aspect of referrals that are made on the listserv.
 
EGPS does not actively monitor the site for inappropriate postings and does not on its own undertake editorial control of postings.  However, in the event that any inappropriate posting is brought to EGPS’s attention, EGPS reserves the right to take all appropriate action including terminating access to the listserv.
 
 
